
 

 

 

 

To the World Health Organization’s Regional Office for Europe 

 

In accordance with Article 43 of the International Health Regulations, I hereby inform you of the public 

health justification for measures taken by the Danish government in response to the COVID-19 outbreak.  

  

The serious and immediate threat caused by the COVID-19 outbreak is of grave concern to the Danish 

Government and and is handled with the utmost caution.  

 

The Danish Government has implemented border control at all of Denmark’s borders as part of the effort to 

curb the spread of Covid-19. People wishing to travel to Denmark, who are not Danish citizens or 

permanent residents or do not have a commendable purpose for their travels, must expect to be denied 

entry into Denmark. People traveling to Denmark for commendable purposes will not be denied entry. This 

includes staff and consultants of the WHO Regional Office for Europe traveling to Copenhagen. 

 

The Danish Government considers these travel restriction measures necessary in order to limit non-

essential travel and reduce the spread of COVID-19. 

 

In its Risk Assessment Report of 12. March 2020, the European Center for Disease Control states that 

countries should implement social distancing measures, and that such measures should include:  

 

 the immediate isolation of symptomatic persons suspected or confirmed to be infected with 

COVID-19; 

 the suspension of mass gatherings, taking into consideration the size of the event, the density of 

participants and if the event is in a confined indoor environment; 

 social distancing measures at workplaces (for example teleworking, suspension of meetings, 

cancellation of nonessential travel); 

 measures in and closure of schools, taking into consideration the uncertainty in the evidence of 

children in transmitting the disease, need for day care for children, impact on nursing staff, 

potential to increase transmission to vulnerable grandparents; 

 cordon sanitaire of residential areas with high levels of community transmission. 

 

Please rest assured that the scope and duration of the travel restriciton meassures will be limited to what is 

strictly necessary.  

 

 

 

Yours sincerely,  
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